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Should I question the value of the inform ation I find in referenceShould I question the value of the inform ation I find in referenceShould I question the value of the inform ation I find in referenceShould I question the value of the inform ation I find in reference and research  and research  and research  and research sources?sources?sources?sources?    
Yes! You should alw ays carefully evaluate a source – no m atter how  reliable it seem s to be – 
before using it for your research.     
 

U se a TRAPTRAPTRAPTRAP (Tim eliness, Reliability, Authority, and Purpose) to evaluate m aterials for quality: 

 
 

• TTTTIM ELIN ESSIM ELIN ESSIM ELIN ESSIM ELIN ESS - W hen you use m aterial for your research, note its date of publication.  Is the 

inform ation up-to-date for the subject?  Be especially aw are of the publication date for 
m aterial relating to technology, the sciences, or m edicine. These fields develop so rapidly 
that even sources just tw o years old m ay be out of date.  
 
H ow ever, rem em ber that som e topics, especially those in the hum anities, rely on historic 
m aterials.  O ften these can be used as prim ary sources to docum ent how  an event, issue, 
or w ork has been addressed over tim e.  Som e m aterial that m ay seem  out-of-date m ay be 
of value, historically, to your w ork.   
 
 

• RRRRELIABILITYELIABILITYELIABILITYELIABILITY – Is the resource from  a trustw orthy source?  O ne clue is to look for a 

bibliography, list of citations or footnotes w ithin the docum ent.  It’s a sign of quality, as it 
is in all research, and w ill often lead you to other resources on your subject.    
 
Also, is the inform ation free from  errors?  You should verify facts, dates, data, and spelling 
of term s and nam es in m ore than one source.  Are statistics presented w ith identified 
sources?  All data should be backed up w ith a citation show ing the original source of the 
m aterial.  Look for evidence of quality control and careful editing. 
 
 

• AAAAU TH O RITY U TH O RITY U TH O RITY U TH O RITY –––– Look for the author or editor’s nam e, and try to identify his/her credentials.  

Try to determ ine if the author is a w ell-know n scholar in his/her respective field.  H as s/he 
w ritten other m aterials?  Is s/he from  an academ ic or other reputable organization?  Is 
their education, training, and experience in the field relevant to the inform ation being 
provided? 
 
 

• PPPPU RPO SEU RPO SEU RPO SEU RPO SE – Think about w hy the docum ent w as created and if the inform ation is 

presented in a neutral w ay.  Is the w ork trying to sell, advocate, or educate about a topic?  
There should be a m inim um  level of bias in the w ork.  You should be w ary of m aterial  
that seem s to be trying to sw ay the reader’s opinion – look for m oderateness,  
objectivity, and fairness. 
 
Also, consider the intended audience.  W ho w as the m aterial w ritten or  
created for?  This m ay give you insight into w hy the m aterial m ay be 
presented in a certain w ay.  

 


