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W hat are scholarly journals?W hat are scholarly journals?W hat are scholarly journals?W hat are scholarly journals?  Scholarly journals, w hich m ay also 
be peerpeerpeerpeer----review edreview edreview edreview ed or refereedrefereedrefereedrefereed  journals, are academ ic journals that 
contain m aterial that is intended for scholars or researchers in the 
author's field or specialty. Publishers of peer-review ed or refereed 
journals follow  a process w here experts in the field evaluate 
subm itted articles before they are accepted to be published. This 
ensures that the content is as valid and reliable as possible.    
 
H ow  do I know  if a journal is scholarly?H ow  do I know  if a journal is scholarly?H ow  do I know  if a journal is scholarly?H ow  do I know  if a journal is scholarly?  Scholarly journals can often be identified by 
searching our library research databases. M any of those databases, like EBSCO H ost and 
ProQ uest, allow  you to lim it your search resultslim it your search resultslim it your search resultslim it your search results to only those journals that are peer-review ed 
or scholarly. Som e databases, like JSTO R and Elsevier ScienceD irect, include only scholarly 
m aterial. The database called U lrich’s Periodical D irectory (accessible via a link upon your initial 
journal search A N D  from  the library’s “com plete list” of databases) describes m ost aspects of 
alm ost all journals. 
 
A nother trick is to look at the publisherpublisherpublisherpublisher's w eb site's w eb site's w eb site's w eb site or w ithin the journal itselfjournal itselfjournal itselfjournal itself. Som e journals 
w ill identify them selves as peer-review ed. You m ay also w ant to look at the editorial statem ents 
or instructions to contributors: w ithin these areas you can often learn if a journal uses a peer-
review  process. 
 
H ow  do I tell scholarly and popular m aterials apart?H ow  do I tell scholarly and popular m aterials apart?H ow  do I tell scholarly and popular m aterials apart?H ow  do I tell scholarly and popular m aterials apart?    

 
PPPPopular opular opular opular periodicals are generally m agazines, 
and tend to have the follow ing attributes: 
 

• Contain short articles (1-2 pages)  

• A uthors are unnam ed, anonym ous,  
or are staff w riters  

• Lack specific references, citations or 
footnotes  

• A ppeal to a broad audience  

• Contain num erous advertisem ents  

• U se sim ple language geared to the 
general public  

• Feature colorful and/or glossy 
photographs or draw ings  
 
 

                 

ScholarlyScholarlyScholarlyScholarly    m aterials are    journals, w hich are  
of a m ore academ ic nature and usually: 
 

• Contain long articles (5+ pages)  

• A re w ritten by nam ed scholars or 
authorities in their fields   

• H ave citations or footnotes  

• Contain jargon (language that 
pertains to the field or discipline)  

• O ften include graphs or charts  

• Report on original scholarly research  

• A re w ritten to relay inform ation to 
other scholars in the field  

• Can be (but are not alw ays) 
peer-review ed or refereed       
 

                                  


